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COVER ILLUSTRATION
Arthropod telomeres mainly consist of a (TTAGG)

n
 repeat at each chromosome end, with telomeric DNA forming a particular folding 

(T loop) to stabilize and protect the chromosomal ends. In contrast to the strict conservation of telomeres, subtelomeric regions are 
generally more polymorphic and heterogeneous in composition and frequently contain retrotransposable elements which strongly 
influence subtelomere evolution. In their review article on pp. 465–470 in this issue, Mandrioli et al. discuss the results of arthropod 
genetics and genomics studies, aiming at improving our understanding of the origin, structure and evolution of telomeres and their 
maintenance systems.
Image courtesy of M. Mandrioli and G.C. Manicardi, Laboratory of Insect Genetics and Biosciences, University of Modena and 
Reggio Emilia, Modena, Italy.
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