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Prof. Osama Tayeb  served as president of King Abdulaziz University (KAU),  
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, from 2003 to 2015. He is a professor of pharmacology at 
KAU. During his presidency at KAU, Prof. Tayeb also served as acting president 
of various newly established Saudi universities, including Taiba University, Jazan 
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proactive role in the transformation of KAU into a university that is currently ranked 
as being of world-class status. Prof. Zahed’s tenure has witnessed a huge increase 
in the numbers of  scholarly publications of academic staff of KAU featured in ISI-
ranked journals, which increased from 260 in 2009, up to 3600 in 2014. Various 
incentive programmes, initiated and implemented under Prof. Zahed’s supervision 
and guidance, have resulted in notable increases in citation numbers, which also 
increased from 1100 in 2009 up to 21,000 in 2014. Prof. Zahed is the secretary 
general of the KAU IAB.
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Prof. Dr. Yücel Altunbaşak  has served as the 9th president of the Scientific  
and Technological Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) since 2011. He has a BS in 
Electrical and Electronics Engineering from Bilkent University (1992) and an MS 
(1993) and PhD (1996) from University of Rochester. He started his early career 
in Hewlett-Packard’s Palo Alto Laboratories in Silicon Valley and at Stanford 
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applications. He obtained his professorship from the Department of Electrical and 
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2008 to 2013 and has served as university chancellor since 2013. As rector, Prof. 
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been awarded the title Doctor Iuris Honoris Causa by the Uppsala, Oslo and Tartu 
universities. Prof. Wilhelmsson is a member of the KAU IAB.

Prof. Georg Winckler  was appointed professor of economics at the University 
of Vienna in 1978 and has held visiting professorships at universities in the USA, 
Switzerland and Austria. In 1999, Prof. Winckler was elected as rector of the 
University of Vienna and served in this position for 12 years from 1999 to 2011. 
From 2001 to 2005, he was vice-president of the European University Association 
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was EUA President from 2005 to 2009. From 2004 to 2012, he was a member of the 
European Research Area Board, a top advisory board for the European Commission 
on Research Strategies. Prof. Winckler is currently president of ERSTE Stiftung, 
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