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Cau 1 (2.5 diém):

- The frontier was very important in shaping American value - the image of the frontier as a
symbol of being a true American.

- Today, there is more awareness of what really happened during the settlement from East to
West across the American continent, which led to the settlers believing that it was their"
manifest destiny" to control all of the land. Besides, displaced native Americans were placed
into reservations.

- Many Americans are still inspired by the frontier culture. This was responsible for many
of today's American values. For example, they work hard such as cutting down forests,
building towns and cities, and make competition such as gold rush, land rush.

- Individualism, self-reliance and equality of opportunity were all important attributes for
people on the frontier. The value of “individual freedom" also developed at this time because
there was no "establishment" to control what people could do.

- Many people in Western states still value individual freedom very highly.
Cau 2 (2.5 diém):

The Civil Right Movement was a struggle for social justice that took place mainly during
the 1950s and 1960s for blacks to gain equal rights under the law in the United States. In
1954 the Supreme Court declared that racially segregated education was unconstitutional.
Black leaders were encouraged to seek an end to all segregation. The most prolific leaders
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were Martin Luther King Jr. - wanted greater assimilation of black people and Malcolm X -
blacks from white culture. The Civil War had officially abolished slavery, but it didn't end
discrimination against blacks. The Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1965 forbade
discrimination in public places and by any program that receives federal government
funding. The law guaranteed equal employment for black workers and required universities
to recruit black students. Black people have gained freedom from segregation and the right
to vote. The Civil Right Movement helped to assimilate blacks into larger American culture
and improved blacks’ situation in the USA. They are now mayors of major cities, members
of Congress and their dream came true when Barack Obama became the first black American
president in 2008.

Cau 3 (2.5 diém):

In my opinion, the American culture tremendously influences other cultures all around the
world through a mixed variety of aspects, especially through language, films and food.

- Language: A constant stream of American TV, films, songs, computer games and websites
have spread American words and expressions far beyond its borders. The most obvious
example is the expression “OK", adopted by languages everywhere.

- Films: Through American movies, especially Hollywood movies, there is an appearance
of cultural imperialism where it encourages the consumerism trend around the world. For
example, the culture of eating low carb food in American movies caused the popularity of
McDonald's, KFC, pizza, etc.

- Food: Fast food franchises with their standardized menus, restaurant layouts, and operating
procedures influence habits of other nations' people. For instance, American-style food,
especially fast food, has changed the way people eat in other parts of the world. It is now
more common to eat with your hands in Asia.

Cau 4 (2.5 diém):

- Educational institutions in the United States reflect the nation's basic values, especially the
ideal of the equality of opportunity.

- Americans believe that everyone deserves an equal opportunity to get a good education.
They reaffirmed the principle of equality by making schools open to all Americans and by
financing the schools with tax money collected from all citizens.

- The educational ladder concept is an almost perfect reflection of the American ideal in
individual success based on equality of opportunity and on "working your way to the top".

- In the United States, there are no separate public educational systems with a higher level
of education for the wealthy and a lower level of education for the masses.

- Rather, there is one system that is open to all. Individuals may climb as high on the ladder
as they can.

- The abilities of the individuals, rather than their social class, are expected to determine how
high each person will go.
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- Although the great majority of children attend the free public school, about 10% choose to
attend private schools.

- The majority of these are religious schools that are associated with particular churches and
receive financial support from them.

- A major purpose of these schools is to give religious instruction, which cannot be done in
public school. Furthermore, they believe that these schools are safer and have higher
academic standards than the public school.
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